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ONE SMALL STEP

Mary Kelly lives in an interface area in North Belfast. She writes:
My name is Mary Kelly. I am originally from Ardoyne but I have lived for the past 30 years on an interface at Glandore/Skegoneill, in North Belfast.

When I was growing up in Ardoyne there were none of the interfaces we have now. Of course we all knew of the sectarian divisions but in those days people worked together and tried to make the most of what we had.

My parents were great role models for me, with my da going out to work everyday and coming home at night to help the people in the street. My mother was a great reader and she instilled a love of life in me and my brothers .

In 1970s I had a family of my own and moved to Glandore. In those days moving to Glandore was seen as doing well for yourself but that soon changed with the outbreak of violence.

Despite all the conflict my neighbours and I still tried to look out for each other and we never cared if you were Catholic or Protestant, you were a neighbour and that is all that mattered to me. One of my first small steps was when we realized we needed to set ourselves up in a local community group and that was how we formed ‘Little America’. 

This was a local group of residents who were trying to bring in much needed resources into an area  where many of these families had young children hanging about the interface and this was starting to bring problems to our own doors and local houses were being attacked. So to try and stop this we all decided to raise some money to take the kids away and try and give the local residents a bit of peace, especially at times when things were tense on the interface.

We then started to grow a local community spirit and make inroads into funding and support schemes. We started knocking doors, getting to know who had the resources and how we could get money for summer schemes. Working together as local residents we started to make sure our young people were getting out of the area and away from the sectarian riots that were taking place.

Of course there were times when we had to go down to the interface and chase other young ones away. We all knew, whether they were Catholic or Protestant, that it was our houses that were getting attacked so we all had our own interests at heart in getting the interface violence stopped.

Because of my work in the area, in the 1990’s as a local resident, I was asked to take part in the new mobile phone network. This was set up as an early warning system for interface rioting breaking out. In the beginning many residents were reluctant to get involved so it fell to me as someone who could be trusted, and with good contacts on either side, to be a first contact in Glandore for the mobile phone network.

As the peace process began to make an impact things have started to improve in North Belfast. This is not to say that all our problems have been sorted. But now we are starting to grow better relations across the interface. As more and more people start to do cross-community work we are starting to talk about regenerating the interface and rebuilding our community for a common purpose, improving the lives and living conditions of local people.
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The One Small Step Campaign is being run in association with the Community Relations Council. If you have a story to tell contact  rmullan@nicrc.org.uk or tel 028 9022 7500.

